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2. Peking-Mc:oow thrcugh traing

£, Te elaborate offi-.ial inaugura+ion of the Peking-Mescow through train on
Jan %4 has besr widely publizized by the Pecple’s Government o all levels
on radic aad in the press.

1

. The objective of the noisy purlicivy is ss yet hard to determine.

(1) It may pe to alieviste ~he inireasing suspicion and resentmer* of Soviet
personnel in Commonist r)ffi::aLd m on the mainland.

(2) ** uway te an attempt of the International Faction within the Chinese
Sommunist Party which 1s gtaduallv gaining control cf radie and pre:s,
+a ".ement Sinc - Scviet friendship'.

w. AT any rate, +he zlaim that 1t 15 "the through trailn spanning *the 1ongest
distan-e oup +the surface of +he gleka" is not true. The railway west of
Man-heali cn the Transiberian is wide -guage, whereas the gection connme LTAng
Man-houls with Peking (inzluding the former Chinese Bastern and the onu*%
Men~t.rian) 16 N&rrcw-gauge .
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In spite of wide and {orceful prepaganda, progres: ). railws tuirlding in
Communist China, with the exzeptinn =f the zeveral lines com; 'eted in 1953,
is as yet in the paper work s*age. Moreower 1%t will bte incr. ~singly dif-
f-ault tc maintein the reccrd of 1952 and 1953 for the following reasons:

a. Insufficiency of building materials, Unless Scoviet and Czezheslovakian
impcrts are phenomenally insreased, &l: of the cld rails scrapped from
+he Chekiang-Kiangsi, Canton-Hankow, Peking-Pukcw-Shanghal lines have
been used in tuilding se-*1ons of the Lanshow-Tienshuil Railway.

t. Lack of laber effiziency. For the last siq monins  tnere has bezn a
rotizeaple lack of rercrts in Commurist pa: srs SO Lafb heroes amd:ar
rallway construction gang<. Nonetheless, n- shortage o labor will be
expected as several campaligns are underway in differe. parts of the
sountry to draft labor .OTrpse.

Under the -ir-umstances, the fcellowing reallways, ohriously proje ted Cor

military pwposes primerily, are cxpe ~ted to drag on much lengers

8. Chengtu-Kunming Railway:

1) Total length: about 700 miles.
2) Progresz: Chengta-Neikiang section (part cf the Cheng-y':
[’fnengtu-f}hungkjn57 Railway) abou* 200 miles already
comg leted.

Neikiang-Kunming section, about 500 miles 15 being
surveyed.

(
(

b. Pactou-Lanchow Railway:

(1) Total length: abcut 625 miles.
(2) Progress: Blueprints have Just teen completed.
The surveying 1s to begin in March or April 19%%.

< Paotou-Ulan Batsr-Ulan Unde Railway:
Detalils not ye* publi~ized, but aczording to Centon businessmer =lcas O
party leaders, negotiations are g+111 1in progress, under Soviet leadership

and mediation.
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